
Your Choice of Wood Products, Furniture and Components 
for Manufacturing Really DOES Make a Difference

The past few years have seen a growing interest in “green” home products.  Driven in part by the success of
the green building movement and the resulting emphasis on sustainable homes, many design professionals
and homeowners are trying to create living spaces that reflect their personal values as well as their tastes.
This interest is propelling the market demand for FSC-certified furniture. FSC-certified wood is universally
recognized at the highest standard for sustainable wood home furnishings products, including indoor and
outdoor furniture.

The furniture industry in the United States has undergone radical changes in recent years with more
production moving off-shore and a marked increase in imported furniture products and lumber. Buyers and
manufacturers are faced with increasing choices regarding furniture and possible uncertainty regarding
the actual sources of the products they purchase today. Manufacturers with international facilities need to
promote their sourcing and management practices. FSC certification guarantees that your furniture product
has been sustainably sourced and produced, differentiates your company, and promotes these values in
the marketplace. 

As this trend is set to continue, US-based furniture manufacturers and buyers, both commercial purchasers
and end consumers, are faced with challenges in meeting these demands. Manufacturers and buyers may
be unfamiliar with FSC-certified sources, and even some experienced companies committed to sourcing
FSC products have faced steep learning curves procuring wood products that suit their needs. 

This SmartGuide to Sustainable Furniture has been designed with two audiences in mind: furniture manu-
facturers looking for sustainable wood product inputs available in North America; and buyers looking for
furniture that is made from sustainably managed wood. 

For both groups, the SmartGuide presents contact, product and distribution information on FSC suppliers of
wood furniture and furniture components in North America. These suppliers and manufacturers are FSC cer-
tified by the Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood program or other accredited certifiers for the products listed. 

The list is growing quickly, so periodically check for source and information updates on our website,
www.rainforest-alliance.org/smartguides where you can access or download the guides directly.
SmartGuides include information that was available at the time of publication, compiled from a number of
sources including FSC (fsc-info.org/english/dbcoce.asp), SmartWood (www.ra-smartwood.org) and
Metafore (www.metafore.org/?s=147) databases, individual source interviews and company websites. For
additions or updates to the Rainforest Alliance’s SmartGuides, or for questions about them, please contact
Rick Hilton at rhilton@ra.org. 
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www.rainforest-alliance.org
The mission of the Rainforest Alliance is to protect ecosystems and the people and wildlife that depend on them 

by transforming land-use practices, business practices and consumer behavior. Companies, cooperatives and landowners 
that participate in our programs meet rigorous standards that conserve biodiversity and provide sustainable livelihoods.

Why Buy Certified Products?

As timber markets become increasingly global, identifying the actual source of the forest products
you purchase can be time-consuming and costly. At the same time, this international flow of wood
products increases the risk that your company may be unwittingly purchasing products that orig-
inally came from less-than-desirable sources. 

FSC certification provides a recognizable and universal assurance that
the wood has come from a sustainably managed source, significantly
reducing the risk in your supply chain. Third-party certification by
Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood program provides independent
assurance to consumers that the products they purchase meet the stan-
dards of the FSC which are widely regarded as the most rigorous anywhere. Products
bearing the FSC logo are guaranteed to come from forest lands sustainably managed
to conserve biodiversity and support local economies.

To learn why using FSC-certified products makes a difference, see Rainforest Alliance’s Global
Impacts paper on the environmental, social and economic impacts of certified products at:
www. rainforestalliance.org/programs/forestry/perspectives/ documents/sw_impacts.pdf.

The Forest Stewardship Council 

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) was founded by a diverse group of industry and environ-
mental stakeholders, including the Rainforest Alliance, to develop a consistent, comprehensive
and reliable set of third-party certification standards, and to ensure that they are universally rec-
ognized. FSC certification, whether of large forest management companies, small non-industrial
landowners, indigenous landholders, community operations or public lands, is carried out by
Rainforest Alliance’s global network of regional offices and partners, as well as other certifiers.

The Rainforest Alliance Can Help 

With field offices around the world and clients in more than 50 countries, the Rainforest Alliance
can provide information and resources to help you develop realistic, cost-effective sourcing
strategies and procedures for securing a reliable supply of certified wood and finished products.
For the North American market we provide up to date listings of lumber and wood product
sources through our website. In depth supply chain reviews or detailed sourcing assistance
can be obtained through our SmartSource Program. We also provide guidance on purchasing
policies that support sustainable land use practices. To talk with us about our sourcing services
please visit our website at www.rainforest-alliance.org/programs/forestry/trees/services/
smartsource.html or contact Daphne Hewitt at dhewitt@ra.org. 

About the Rainforest Alliance and its Forestry Programs

Headquartered in New York with offices around the world, the Rainforest Alliance works hand-
in-hand with land owners and operators in the forestry, agricultural and tourism sectors to make
their practices environmentally and socially responsible. SmartWood is the forestry certifica-
tion arm of the Rainforest Alliance and is accredited by the FSC, an international body that
establishes certification standards, and accredits and monitors certifiers. 

The Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood program works with land owners and managers in more
than 50 countries to ensure that wood and the resulting building products come from well-man-
aged forests where wildlife and wildlands are protected, and workers and neighboring commu-
nities are treated with respect. Forestlands and forest products that are FSC-certified by the
Rainforest Alliance will bear the Rainforest Alliance Certified seal in addition to the FSC logo. 

Through its TREES program, the Rainforest Alliance also provides market linkage services to
companies and forestry communities as well as training and technical assistance to indigenous
and community forestry operations to increase access to and benefits from forest certification.
For more information please visit www.rainforest-alliance.org/programs/forestry/trees/activities.
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