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					Our Impacts 
					

					See the positive change our work is making around the
						world.
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						Support Our Work 
					

					
						There are many ways you can protect rainforests, fight
						climate change, and help people and wildlife
						thrive.

						EXPLORE YOUR
							GIVING OPTIONS 
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					Transform your
						business practices


		



	
	What Our Seal Means
		
				
					The Rainforest Alliance certification seal means that the
						product (or a specified ingredient) was produced by
						farmers, foresters, and/or companies working together to
						create a world where people and nature thrive in
						harmony.
LEARN
							MORE 
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The Rainforest Alliance is strengthening its pioneering cocoa certification program, which is the world’s largest scale initiative to drive more sustainable cocoa farming. Key priorities of the cocoa strategy are assurance, shared responsibility, supply chain transparency, and profitability and resilience.
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With the support of the cocoa industry, the Rainforest Alliance is taking this unprecedented action to facilitate greater accountability and oversight in the cocoa sector. The organization’s goal is to improve the economic, social, and environmental conditions of the cocoa industry – beginning with the millions of smallholder farmers in the first mile of cocoa production.
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							Moving the Strengthened Cocoa Assurance Plan to Phase 3

Phase 3 of our Cocoa Assurance Plan invites new groups from West Africa to become certified, provides an updated policy for farm and supply chain certification, and further addresses farm encroachment in protected areas and deforestation.



								Your Questions, Answered: Measures to Strengthen the Cocoa Sector 2020

This Q&A has been developed to provide guidance to certificate holders and certification bodies with regards to the Measures to Strengthen the Cocoa Sector.



								Policy for Farm and Supply Chain Certification in Cocoa

This policy sets out specific implementation requirements for certificate holders at both producer and supply chain actor levels (Certification Criteria) and for reinforcing the assurance process (Assurance Process Rules).



								Audit Allocation System: Implementation in Ivory Coast and Ghana

Information about a new approach we will implement in Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana beginning in June 2020 to strengthen assurance of our certification system.
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			[image: ]Organizational UpdatesCocoa: Origin Matching Mass Balance Timelines
Farmer poverty is an enduring issue in the cocoa sector. Our 2020 Sustainable Agriculture Standard addresses this critical issue from many angles, including the introduction of Origin Matching Mass Balance in cocoa.



Learn More
[image: ]Help CenterUnderstanding the Sustainability Differential in Cocoa
Our 2020 Certification Program includes two financial requirements for the buyers of Rainforest Alliance Certified commodities: the Sustainability Differential (SD) and Sustainability Investments (SI). For cocoa, we will require a minimum SD of $70 per MT as of July 2022.



Learn More
[image: ]Help CenterFull Mutual Recognition
An explanation of the Rainforest Alliance full mutual recognition to ensure traceability.
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Media CoverageEaster egg prices soar as cocoa crops are hit by climate change

Published on April 3, 2024  | BBC News
Our Director of Global Programs, Kwame Osei, shed light on the impacts of climate change on cocoa farmers in West Africa. In the context of the soaring cocoa prices, he outlined urgent actions needed to address these challenges, underscoring the need for better pricing and supporting farmers in transitioning to sustainable, regenerative agricultural practices.


[image: ]Policies and rulesRainforest Alliance 2020 Labeling and Trademarks Policy

Use and approval of the Rainforest Alliance Trademarks View more

Published on March 21, 2024
Available in: English, Japanese, Chinese (Simplified), Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian, German, Korean, Indonesian

[image: The Cool Down]
Media CoverageResearchers find concerning repercussion of our love of chocolate: ‘Cocoa farmers are also on the front lines’

Published on March 12, 2024  | The Cool Down
This article highlights the importance of buying sustainably sourced cocoa to help mitigate environmental and social impacts within the cocoa sector, particularly in West Africa. Kwame Osei, current Senior Director for Global Programs at the Rainforest Alliance, explains why poverty is the main driver of deforestation in this sector and region.
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Media CoverageRainforest Alliance calls for cocoa sector to help small-holder farmers with deforestation rules

Published on January 17, 2024  | Confectionary News
This article highlights how the Rainforest Alliance’s is supporting companies to make a big leap towards EUDR compliance and calls for increased support for smallholder farmers to ensure they are not unintentionally excluded from the EU market.


Rainforest Alliance Supports Companies to Make a Big Leap Towards EUDR Compliance

From today, Rainforest Alliance Certified coffee and cocoa farmers can opt-in to specific criteria that align with European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) requirements, in the Rainforest Alliance certification platform. 

Published on January 15, 2024 

[image: ]ExplainersHow the Rainforest Alliance Supports EUDR Compliance from Farm to Retailer

Find out how our systems and offerings are primed to help certified cocoa and coffee supply chain partners show compliance with EUDR requirements.

Published on January 15, 2024 


		

	
	





For Business

Transform your business practices


	

For Supporters

Help us rebalance the planet





For Researchers

See how we measure our impacts




For Educators

Use our conservation curricula in your classroom









			
The Rainforest Alliance is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit registered in the US under EIN: 13-3377893.
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In 2022, 75% of our income supported sustainability programs. Learn More »
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