


































The Rainforest Alliance works with 
cocoa farming communities to 
protect ecosystems and the people 
and wildlife that depend on them 
by transforming land-use practic-
es. Companies, cooperatives and 
landowners that participate in our 
programs meet rigorous standards 
that conserve biodiversity and pro-
vide sustainable livelihoods.

Plantations Arriba chocolate (from 
Ecuador) is the first ever Rainfor-
est Alliance certified chocolate 
available to consumers.

Mars, Inc. has committed to get-
ting its entire supply of cocoa 
sustainably from Rainforest Alli-
ance certified farms by 2020. That 
will be over 100,000 tons of cocoa 
each year!



Sweet Sustainability

Since 1997, the Rainforest Alliance has worked with partners 
in Ecuador to restore their crippled cocoa market. Fifty years 
ago, Ecuador led the world in the production of high-quality 
cocoa. There are over 3,000 cocoa growers now organized 
into cooperatives thriving in Ecuador.

Rainforest Alliance has started working in West African coun-
tries, such as Ghana, to help communities protect their tropi-
cal rainforests through responsible cocoa farming methods. 
Over 90 percent of Ghana’s lush rainforests have been de-
stroyed in the past 50 years, often due to activities such as 
slash-and-burn agriculture and overcutting of fuel wood.

The Rainforest Alliance is working around the world in coun-
tries such as Ecuador and Ghana to provide technical assis-
tance and training to farmers, producers and processors of 
cocoa to help them efficiently grow cacao under the shade of 
the rainforest while protecting their beautiful forests.



Sustainable Cocoa Standards

Social and environmental 1.	
management system
Ecosystem conservation2.	
Wildlife protection3.	
Water conservation4.	
Fair treatment and good 5.	
working conditions for 
workers
Occupational health and 6.	
safety
Community relations7.	
Integrated crop  8.	
management
Soil management and  9.	
conservation
Integrated waste  10.	
management

These standards were created 
with the help of partner orga-
nizations working around the 
globe. These standards are 
goals for farmers and commu-
nities.


