












The Maya Biosphere 
Reserve has been clas-
sified into three differ-
ent zones:

-Protected Areas (dark 
green)

-Buffer Zone (orange)
-Multiple Use Zone 
(light green)













This is wood from a 
mahogany tree, which 
is reddish-brown in 
color and darkens over 
time. Mahogany has 
been long favored by 
musical instrument 
manufacturers for its 
beauty, durability and 
the rich tone it produc
es. Huge, slow-growing 
mahogany trees were 
once widespread from 
Mexico through South 
America. But ongoing 
demand for the wood 
has significantly de
creased the population 
of the trees. Unless 
they are carefully ex
tracted, mahogany log
ging causes extreme 
environmental degra
dation-for every tree 
cut, another 25 are 
destroyed. Community 
forestry operations in 
Guatemala are chang
ing the way trees are 
harvested and ensur
ing that mahogany 
and other tree species 
are protected. Just 
how does a mahogany 
tree become a wood 
product? First, the bark 
of the tree is removed. 
Then, it is cut into even 
sized planks. 



Once the wood is cut, 
the planks are laid 
out in the sun to dry, 
removing any excess 
moisture. The wood is 
sorted, lower quality 
pieces which cannot 
be exported are not 
wasted, but are used 
locally. 
























