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INTRODUCTION
To avoid unsustainable use of water, the Rainforest Alliance Sustainable Agriculture Standard
mandates that producers comply with all applicable laws on the withdrawal of water and, if
required, have a permit or at least have submitted a request for the required permit.
Producers in Costa Rica are required by law to obtain a permit for extraction of water
(groundwater or surface water). However, some producers are unable to begin the process
of applying for the required permit due to procedural issues with permit applications and are
therefore not able to comply with this requirement.

PURPOSE
This policy is to provide interpretation of the requirements in the context of Costa Rica law
and regulatory processes on the respective requirements for water extractions until the
conditions are favorable to obtain the necessary documentation required for water
extraction and use.

RELEVANT STANDARD REQUIREMENTS
This policy refers to the Standard Requirements under water management and conservation
6.5.1 and 6.5.2. For the definitions of “producer(s)” and ”applicable law”, kindly refer to the
Glossary: Annex S1.

CONDITIONS
Producers in Costa Rica who wish to be certified under the Rainforest Alliance Certification
Program must meet the following conditions on Requirements 6.5.1 and 6.5.2:
1. Have knowledge of all applicable laws on water withdrawal and use relevant to their
situation.
2. Keep records on water use and provide these upon request by the CB or by
Rainforest Alliance.
3. Complete all required steps in the application processes to obtain the permit for the
extraction and use of water as soon as practically possible.
Certification Bodies auditing the requirements on Water Management and Conservation as
part of a farm audit must meet the following conditions:
1. Check and confirm the knowledge of producers on the applicable laws on water
extraction and use.
2. Check that records on water use are kept by the producers.
3. Confirm that the producer has made a reasonable attempt to begin the process to
obtain the required permit for the extraction and use of water (ie have informed
themselves of the process and any obstacles to completing it).
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