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Introduction

As part of our commitment to transparency, we are presenting data on the scope 

and scale of the Rainforest Alliance banana certification program in calendar year 

2021. The report focuses on the key indicators related to:

Å Program reach : estimated Rainforest Alliance Certified banana production and 

multi -certification of this production.

Å Market uptake: sales of Rainforest Alliance Certified bananas;

This report is part of the Rainforest Alliance monitoring and evaluation system. Most of 

the data in this report is collected via our online certification and traceability systems.

We do our best to ensure that all the information in this report is accurate and 

reliable. As much of the data is collected by third parties, we indicated where data is 

estimated.
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Summary

In 2021, the banana sector continued to deal with the shocks of COVID -19 and 

increased costs. Yet, despite those challenges, the Rainforest Alliance banana 

program continued to grow on all fronts.

The estimated certified volume suffered a slight dip ( -1%) but remains close to 9.5 

million MT, and we also experienced a small lowering in the number of certified 

hectares ( -2%).

Nevertheless, we have seen an increase of 3% in the number of supply chain actors 

in our program, and global producer sales increased as well, to over 3 million MT 

sold (+4%) in 2021.
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Geographical program reach

Asia
India

Philippines

Sri Lanka

In 2021, there were 

producers of Rainforest 

Alliance certified 

banana in 20 countries 
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Program reach

Area (hectare)

185,038 
Number of farmers

2,670

Estimated production (MT)

9,401,763
Number of workers 

(seasonal and permanent)

187,812 

Relative growth 

2020-2021:

-2% Relative growth 

2020-2021:

+26%

Relative growth 

2020-2021:

-1%

Relative growth 

2020-2021:

+2%

Globally, certified area 

decreased by 2%, with 

decreases in Africa ( -

13%) and Asia ( -30%) but 

a slight increase in Latin 

America (+1%).
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Program reach

Area (hectare) Number of farmers

Estimated production (MT) Number of workers 

(seasonal and permanent)

In 2021, the certified area decreased by 2%, with a large 
decrease in Africa ( -13%) due to the loss of certified areas in 
Ghana ( -100%), and in Asia Pacific ( -30%) because of a 
sizable reduction in the Philippines ( -40%). Decreases there 
and elsewhere are offset by gains in Ecuador (+13%) and 
Guatemala (+5%) and others in Latin America

In 2021, the estimated certified volumes were 1% lower than 
in 2020. The large decreases can be attributed to several 
factors, including a particularly heavy hurricane season in 
Latin America, the shocks of Covid -19 and cost increases. 

In 2021, the number of workers increased by 2% compared to 
2020. Worker numbers increased significantly in Colombia and 

Ecuador and decreased in the Philippines.

In 2021, the number of farmers grew by 26%. This growth mainly 
came from India and Sri Lanka, . There were also new 
producers joining in Africa and Latin America, which helped 
offset lower numbers of farmers in the Dominican Republic. 
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Program reach
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Global sales
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1.971.323
2.255.459
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Global banana sales

+1%+14%

Overall, global sales of 

Rainforest Alliance 

Certified banana 

increased by 4%

-28%

+22%

ôGlobal  salesõ are all confirmed volumes sold from a certified  producer to their first buyer. Years are calendar years.

+4%
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Global sales per origin

ôGlobal  salesõ are all 
confirmed volumes 
sold from a certified  
producer to their first 
buyer. Years are 
calendar years .

The main banana 

producing countries 

are in Latin America. 

The sales per origin 

follow the top 

producing countries: 

Colombia, Guatemala, 

Costa Rica and 

Ecuador.


