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Certification has had a huge impact in bringing sustainability to the forefront of business thinking, but it must continue to evolve to provide more value to farmers and companies and ensure that people and nature can thrive in harmony.

That's why the Rainforest Alliance launched its new Certification Program, which entered into force in July 2021. The Sustainable Agriculture Standard, along with its assurance and technology systems, are data-powered, and based on the principles of continuous improvement, risk-based assurance, contextualization, and shared responsibility. This is how we can deliver more value to the two million farmers and thousands of businesses that use Rainforest Alliance certification to drive more sustainable agricultural production and responsible supply chains.
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At the heart of the Rainforest Alliance

The certification program is part of the Rainforest Alliance’s strategy to drive sustainability at scale in the sectors in which we operate through interconnected interventions supporting certification, tailored supply chain services, landscapes and communities, and advocacy. 

Learn more



							

		

	

		
		What We're Working On

		

		
							Strengthened Cocoa Certification Program

Key priorities of our cocoa strategy are assurance, shared responsibility, supply chain transparency, and profitability and resilience.



								Risk Maps for Risk Management

How we have tailored the implementation and verification of standards requirements on child labor and forced labor to the risk exposure of each farm.



								Shared Responsibility

Our shared responsibility approach aims to distribute benefits and costs of certification more evenly between farmers and companies. 



								Ready to Get Started?

Begin your journey of certification with the Rainforest Alliance.  
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			[image: ]FAQsFAQ: 2020 Farm Requirements
A detailed FAQ about the Rainforest Alliance 2020 Sustainable Agriculture Standard Farm Requirements.



Learn More
[image: ]Partner UpdateEarly Feedback on the New Certification Program: Kyagalanyi Coffee Shares Their Implementation Experience
Find out what Ugandan coffee exporter, Kyagalanyi Coffee, had to say about the new program—from the improvements to the challenges.



Learn More
[image: ]Organizational UpdatesLearnings from the Field: Finca Esmeralda and the Future of Certified Bananas
After teaming up for an early implementation pilot of our strengthened certification program, both Finca Esmeralda and the Rainforest Alliance took away learnings that will contribute to a more sustainable banana sector.



Learn More
[image: ]Help CenterFind An Authorized Certification Body
Rainforest Alliance certification is carried out by our authorized certification bodies. Find an authorized certification body in your county.
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[image: ]Policies and rulesPolicy: Traceability and Certification Exception for Select Banana and Fresh Fruit Certificate Holders

This policy exception has been developed to streamline the traceability reporting process, allowing offshore supply chain actors to be exempted from traceability and to simplify the certification... View more

Published on April 5, 2024
Available in: English

[image: ]AnnexAnnex S10: Living Wage Benchmarks per Country – List

The list of living wage benchmarks per country as part of Annex S10: Living Wage Benchmarks per Country - Methodology.

The benchmarks are indicated in local currency, in gross wage per month, If no... View more

Published on March 6, 2024
Available in: English

[image: ]Forms and TemplatesCertification Application Form (CAF)

The Certification Application Form (CAF) is a mandatory document to be filled out by Certificate Holders and Certification Bodies along the Certification Process of the Sustainable Agriculture... View more

Published on February 29, 2024
Available in: English, Portuguese, French, Chinese (Simplified), Indonesian, Spanish, Turkish, Vietnamese

[image: ]GuidanceAuditor Verification Protocol

This sheet provides guidance on recommended verification methods per requirement that authorized certification bodies can use to assess compliance for the Rainforest Alliance's 2020 Farm and Supply... View more

Published on January 31, 2024
Available in: English

[image: ]AnnexAnnex Chapter 4: Farming (previous Annex S07)

SA-S-SD-22

This annex includes additional binding content related to the implementation of the Requirements in Chapter 4 of the Sustainable Agriculture Standard: Farming.

This document... View more

Published on January 31, 2024
Available in: French, Portuguese, Spanish, English, Indonesian, Turkish, Chinese (Simplified), Vietnamese

[image: ]GuidanceSustainability Differential and Sustainability Investments: Banana and other Fresh Fruit sector

This guidance explains how the Sustainability Differential and Sustainability Investment requirements are implemented in the Banana and Fresh Fruit sector.... View more

Published on January 25, 2024
Available in: English, Japanese, Portuguese, Spanish


		

	
	





For Business

Transform your business practices


	

For Supporters

Help us rebalance the planet





For Researchers

See how we measure our impacts




For Educators

Use our conservation curricula in your classroom









			
The Rainforest Alliance is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit registered in the US under EIN: 13-3377893.
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In 2022, 75% of our income supported sustainability programs. Learn More »
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